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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BANGKOK 34166 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PGOV, PINT, TH 

SUBJECT: PRIME MINISTER ANNOUNCES PRAPHAT WILL NOT BE ARRESTED 
IF HE RETURNS 

REF: A) BANGKOK 33285, B) BANGKOK 34085 

1 . PRIME MINISTER THANIN KRAIWICHIAN TOLD THE PRESS ON 
DECEMBER 20 THAT FORMER DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER FIELD 
MARSHAL PRAPHAT CHARU S ATHIAN WILL NOT RPT NOT BE 
ARRESTED IF HE RETURNS TO THAILAND. THANIN SAID THAT 
PRAPHAT WILL NOT BE ARRESTED BECAUSE THE PROSECUTION DEPT. 

HAS ALREADY RECOMMENDED THAT NO CRIMINAL CHARGES BE 
FILED AGAINST HIM FOR LACK OF SUFFICIENT EVIDENCE THAT 

HE ORDERED SHOOTING OF PARTICIPANTS DURING THE UPRISING 
OF OCTOBER 14, 1973. THANIN SAID, "WHY HE IS RETURNING IS 
PURELY HIS OWN BUSINESS. I HAVE TOLD THE INTERIOR 
MINISTER AND THE POLICE DIRECTOR-GENERAL NOT RPT NOT 
TO WELCOME HIM AS A VIP BUT TO TREAT HIM JUST AS ANY 
OTHER ORDINARY CITIZEN.'' 

2. AS REPORTED IN REF A THE POLICE, AFTER 
REVIEWING THE EVIDENCE, COULD FILE CHARGES AGAINST 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 BANGKO 34166 210348Z 

PRAPHAT. IT WOULD THEN BE UP TO THE PROSECUTOR'S 
OFFICE TO DECIDE WHETHER TO PROCEED WITH THE CASE. 

3. COMMENT - THIS IS THE MOST EXPLICIT PUBLIC 
STATEMENT BY A RANKING GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL THAT 
PRAPHAT NEED HAVE NO FEAR OF ARREST IF HE RETURNS 
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TO THAILAND. IT CLEARLY PAVES THE WAY FOR HIS 
RETURN, PROBABLY IN THE NEAR FUTURE. (SEE REF. B). 

WHITEHOUSE 
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